
REALIGNING THE STARS
As US President-elect Joe Biden’s transition team 
prepares to enter the White House in January, the  
Middle East eyes the potential geopolitical implications

Graduates from 
the College of 

Law at Syracuse 
University

Biden’s first wife Neilia 
and their one-year-old 

daughter are killed 
in a car crash on 

18 December

Spearheads the 1994 Crime 
Bill and Violence Against 

Women Act

Biden is sworn in as a 
junior US senator for 

Delaware after defeating 
the Republican 

incumbent

Obama and 
Biden secure a 
second term

The emergence of 
Isis in Iraq leads to 

the re-engagement of 
the US in Iraq

Co-sponsors a bill calling 
for intervention in Kosovo 

with John McCain

Joins the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, 
on which he will serve 

until 1997

Joins the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee

Biden’s eldest son, 
Beau Biden, dies from a 
recurring brain cancer

Votes in favour of the 
use of military force 

in Iraq

Biden suffers a 
brain aneurysm and 
pulmonary embolism

Supports the war 
in Afghanistan

Biden runs for US 
president for the 

third time

Biden runs again for 
president before joining 
Barack Obama’s ticket

Pressures the US 
government to 

intervene in Bosnia, 
later leading to Nato 

engagement

Now a critic of the war, 
Biden advocates for the 

federalisation of Iraq

Biden wins the US 
presidential election 
with 50.8% of the 
popular vote and 
a projected 306 
electoral votes

Marries his second and 
current wife, Jill Jacobs

Runs for 1988 Democratic 
presidential nomination, 

but later withdraws

Donald Trump wins 
the US presidential 
election by securing 
306 electoral votes

Votes against 
authorising the Gulf War
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councillor in 
New Castle 

County
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A LIFETIME IN POLITICS

REGIONAL RESPONSE TO THE US ELECTION

Egyptian President Abdul 
Fattah al-Sisi was the first 
Arab leader to congratulate 

Biden, who said on the campaign trail 
that there would be “no more blank 
cheques” for the leader

Lebanese President Michel 
Aoun was the second Arab 
leader to congratulate Biden, 

reflecting Lebanon’s interest in 
resetting relations after a particularly 
frictious period

King Abdullah of Jordan, 
a long-time US ally, was 
quick to congratulate  

Biden, who he will hope can  
restore funding to the UN  
agency for Palestinian refugees

The UAE’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Zayed 
offered swift congratulations 

amid reports that the UAE has 
been in contact with Biden since 
early this year

Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas waited 
more than 12 hours to 

congratulate Biden, despite the 
perceived harm done by President 
Trump to the Palestinian cause

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
waited 12 hours before 

responding to the election result, 
drawing criticism domestically for the 
potential harm of the diplomatic snub

King Salman and Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman took 24 hours to 

issue a statement congratulating 
Biden, reflecting concern in Riyadh  
at the election result

Iranian officials refrained 
from congratulating 
Biden and instead issued 

statements welcoming Trump’s 
defeat and positing hope for a 
rebalancing of relations

Reactions to Biden’s victory from the Middle East have been generally positive, although a number  
of governments have reason to either be concerned or cautious diplomatically about the power shift

BIDEN POLICY EXPECTATIONS

Reversal of 
Trump’s ‘Muslim 

ban’ on entry 
from seven 
countries

Hardening of stance 
toward human 

rights violators in 
the region

Easing of Iran 
sanctions and 

renewal of 
diplomacy with 

Tehran

Return to US 
promotion of human 

rights and democratic 
freedoms

1972

1988

US pressure 
on Middle East 

leaders to improve 
humanitarian efforts 
in Yemen and other 

conflict areas 

Return to 
multilateral 
diplomacy to 

reduce geopolitical 
tensions, such as 
between Riyadh 

and Tehran

Departure 
from the 

‘maximum 
pressure’ 
campaign 

against Iran

Greater pressure 
on Egypt’s 

President Al-Sisi 
to respect free 

speech
Broad restoration 
of US diplomatic 
normalcy in the 
region despite 

the disruption of 
Trump era policy

Return to the 
Paris Climate 
Agreement 

and advance 
of a $1.7tn 

plan to 
stimulate a 
greener US 
economy

Return to the 
terms of the Joint 
Comprehensive 
Plan of Action 

still adhered to by 
the US’ European 

allies

Pushback 
against Turkey’s 

President 
Erdogan over 

regional conflict
Retrenchment of 
stance on Israel 
and cooling of 

relations with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s 

government

2016


