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Raul Corrêa da Silva, president, 
BDO Brazil

To be an entrepreneur in Brazil, you must have 
a lot of passion. And this is the fuel that has been 
pushing Raul Corrêa da Silva forward all his 
life. As a child – he was only eight years old – he 
started his first business: making and selling kites 
to his friends, and his friends’ friends, in his old 
neighborhood. It was such a big success, that soon 
Raul’s sisters were helping him with production. 
This was his main activity for years, and it helped 
him learn something that would guide him for 
the rest of his life: alone you may go faster, but 
together you can go further.

At fifteen, already on his second year at a tech-
nical accounting school, Raul started working for 
an industry, where he began as a messenger boy 
and left as general accountant, with fifteen peo-
ple working under his supervision. From there, he 
moved directly to Arthur Andersen, at the time 
the biggest consulting firm in the world. Then, 
in 1982, once again stimulated by his passion, he 

set up his first Audit & Consulting firm, Terco – 
which became associated with Grant Thornton in 
2004 and with Ernst & Young in 2010. By that 
time, he had Graduate degrees in Accounting, 
Business Administration and Law and had just 
obtained a Post-graduate degree in Accounting 
and Financial Administration.

It was in 2001 that RCS was born, Raul’s second 
Audit & Consulting Firm, the one that would, 
in a few years’ time, grow to be number seven 
in the Brazilian market and become associated 
with BDO. Today, as President of BDO Brazil, 
he commands the fifth audit firm in the country, 
running 22 offices all over the Brazilian territory, 
and approximately 1.300 employees.

And as a constant observer of the market, 
together with his partners, he took another 
important step for the continuous growth of BDO 
in 2015: the incorporation of the main operations 
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of Baker Tilly in Brazil.      

Raul Corrêa da Silva has been greatly contributing to the development of 
the accounting profession in Brazil. With over forty years of experience in 
the field, he is currently member of the Consulting Council of the Account-
ants’ Trade Union of São Paulo (SINDCONT-SP), the greatest city in Brazil, 
and one of the biggest in the world. He was also appointed to occupy the 
Chair number 15 of the São Paulo Academy of Accounting as of 2013.

In recognition of his work as accountant and auditor, Raul has received the 
Accounting Merit Medal Joaquim Monteiro de Carvalho from the Regional 
Accounting Council of the State of São Paulo (CRC-SP) in 2009. This medal 
was created to pay homage to accounting professionals recognized for their 
work and dedication to professional associations, trade unions, accounting 
entities, activities in the public, political and private sectors, and who have 
distinguished themselves in the militancy of the accounting profession.

 
And he has been dedicating himself thoroughly to this métier. In addition 

to his current position at the Trade Union, he is member of the Adminis-
trative Council and former President of IBRACON (Brazilian Institute of 
Independent Auditors), former Vice-President of ANEFAC (National Asso-
ciation of Executives in Finance, Administration and Accounting), former 
Counselor of the Regional Accounting Council of São Paulo (CRC-SP), as 

well as former member of the Executive Committee and Chairman of the 
Latin-American Region of MRI - Moores Rowland International (Praxity) 
and current member of BDO’s Americas Board and Administrative Council. 

He has also received the 2014 Outstanding Administrator Award, from the 
Regional Administration Council of São Paulo (CRA-SP) and was honored 
by the Accountants’ Trade Union of São Paulo, in July 2015, with the title of 
“Illustrious Accountant” of 2015, instituted to pay tribute to professionals 
who, through their work and dedication, have rendered inestimable service 
to the Union and to the accounting profession.

It was also his passion that led Raul to take up the position of President of 
the Fiscal Council of AACD (a major Brazilian NGO for the rights of disa-
bled children) for over fifteen years. He has recently withdrawn from this 
position; he always believed in the benefits of turnover of power and thinks 
it is important to open some space to the new generations.

When people ask Raul Corrêa da Silva about the crisis Brazil is currently 
undergoing, and how he thinks it will affect the accounting profession, he 
tells them that he has never let a crisis define his actions before, and he cer-
tainly has never been stopped by one. And that’s because he is a man moved 
by passion. Without enthusiasm, there’s no solution!
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