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Kevin Dancey, former president & CEO, 
CPA Canada

During a remarkable career spanning several dec-
ades, Kevin incorporated an impressive blend of lead-
ership, vision and commitment to drive changes with 
important public benefits, both in Canada and global-
ly.  His extraordinary career includes work with large 
accounting firms, inside the Canadian government, 
leading national accounting organizations and help-
ing the profession internationally. 

Of particular note, Kevin was a key player in the 
unification of Canada’s accounting profession under 
the Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) desig-
nation. 

Historic Unification/A Stronger Canadian Profes-
sion

• Kevin, with support, managed to achieve 
what others through the years could not – a unified 
and stronger accounting profession in Canada. 

• In January 2013, Kevin was appointed presi-
dent and CEO of Chartered Professional Accountants 
of Canada (CPA Canada). He was succeeded by Joy 

Thomas, who also played a significant role in the uni-
fication effort, in April 2016. When the unification 
process began, Kevin was president and CEO of the 
Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants, a posi-
tion he was appointed to in June 2006. 

• The Canadian CPA was created by the inte-
gration of three legacy designations (Chartered 
Accountant, Certified General Accountant and Cer-
tified Management Accountant).

• CPA Canada, representing more than 

“Kevin’s mantra was ‘failure is not an 
option and stick with it regardless.’ 
That’s exactly the kind of leadership 

that we needed to get through 
something of that magnitude.”

Joy Thomas, president and CEO, CPA 
Canada



200,000 professional accountants, both at home and 
aboard, is one of the largest national accounting bod-
ies in the world. CPA Canada clearly is viewed as a 
strong, influential voice for advancing sound public 
policy both domestically and internationally. 

Developing Skills
• With unification came a new CPA certifi-

cation program, one that is emerging as a globally 
respected business and accounting designation. 

• With Kevin as leader, CPA Canada also 
launched its Advanced Certificate in Accounting and 
Finance – the only nationally recognized intermediate 
accounting and finance certificate in the country.

Collaboration (Highlights)
• Under Kevin’s leadership, CPA Canada 

worked collaboratively with the Canadian govern-
ment on issues such as financial literacy, climate 
change and taxation. One highlight is a framework 
agreement between the Canada Revenue Agency and 
CPA Canada which is a model for effective co-opera-
tion between tax authorities and key stakeholders.

• Internationally, a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) is in place between CPA Canada 
and the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and 
Accountancy (CIPFA) of the United Kingdom. The 
MOU extends the capacity of the two organizations 
to support excellence in public sector financial man-

agement.

• Kevin, along with former Canadian Prime 
Minister, Paul Martin, established the Aborigi-
nal Mentorship Program in Canada. The initiative 
encourages Canadian Aboriginal youth to stay in 
school and seek business or accounting careers. 

• During Kevin’s time at CPA Canada, the 
organization and AFOA Canada (formerly Aborigi-
nal Financial Officers Association of Canada) entered 
into a Memorandum of Understanding to build on a 
long-standing and collaborative relationship.

International Standards/Enhancing Audit Quality
• The legacy CICA organization, with Kevin as 

leader, helped support Canada’s transition to interna-
tional financial reporting and auditing standards. 

 
• Kevin also was heading the CICA, and later 

CPA Canada, when the profession teamed with other 
stakeholders to focus on improving audit quality in 
Canada. The efforts provided recommendations in 
important areas, such as auditor independence, audi-
tor reporting and the role of the audit committee. A 
number of these have been implemented in the years 
since. Globally, Canada’s contributions to the audit 
quality debates were well received and have influenced 
the recommendations of other regulatory bodies.

Firm Experience 
• A recognized expert in corporate and inter-

national tax planning, Kevin was Canadian senior 

partner and CEO of PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) 
in Canada from 2001 to 2005. See Career History for 
more information. 

Expertise Globally Valued

• Kevin served on the Board of the International 
Federation of Accountants (IFAC) from 2006 to 2012, 
helping to shape IFAC’s structure and long-term plans 
through budgets, strategic reviews and two constitu-
tional reforms. 

• He also spent time as chair of the Global 
Accounting Alliance (GAA) helping the world’s lead-
ing accounting institutes to promote quality services, 
share information and collaborate on important inter-
national issues.

Working directly with Government 
Kevin served as assistant deputy minister of finance 

in the Tax Policy Branch of the Department of Finance 
Canada from 1993 to 1995. From 1985 to 1987, he 

The Accountant &
 International Accounting Bulletin  

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Nominees 2016

“When you travel in those international 
circles, Canada stands out. Kevin is key 

in that.”

Axel Thesberg, partner KPMG Canada 
(Retired)



was special advisor to the Finance department as part of the Executive Interchange 
Program.

• Kevin also served as vice-chair of a federally appointed Advisory Panel on 
Canada’s System of International Taxation from 2007 until 2008. 

 
• Even following his retirement from CPA Canada in 2016, Kevin continues 

to be sought for his expertise and sound advice in tax policy matters. Kevin was 
recently engaged by the Canadian government to serve as an expert adviser to the 
Department of Finance Canada as it reviews tax expenditures and their impact on 
the efficiency of Canada’s tax system.

• In addition, Kevin was a member of the Auditor General’s Panel of Senior 
Advisors from 2006 until 2015. 

Summary 
In each of his career roles, advancing the public interest was at the forefront of 

Kevin’s many successful endeavours. He leaves CPA Canada and the profession 
on a solid platform from which to face the many challenges and opportunities that 
lie ahead.

The Accountant &
 International Accounting Bulletin  

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Nominees 2016

“I really believe not only the Canadian profession has been 
blessed with Kevin, we all have in the global profession.”

Anton Colella, CEO, The Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
Scotland (ICAS)

“Not only did he understand the Tax Act, a feat that would 
have given Einstein difficulty by the way, but he also had an 

in-depth grasp of public policy in all of its aspects.”

Paul Martin, former Canadian Prime Minister
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Career history

2013 – 2016 Chartered Professional 
Accountants of Canada 

President & CEO

2006 – 2016
 The Canadian Institute of Chartered 

Accountants
President & CEO

2001 – 2005
 PricewaterhouseCoopers
Canadian Senior Partner and CEO

1998 – 2001 PricewaterhouseCoopers
National Tax Practice Leader

1995 – 1998
 Coopers & Lybrand
National Tax Practice Leader

1993 – 1995 Federal Department of 
Finance

Seconded ADM Tax Policy

1987 – 1993
 Coopers & Lybrand
National Tax Practice Leader

1985 – 1987 Federal Department of 
Finance

Seconded Special Advisor to ADM Tax Pol-
icy 

1980 - 1998 Coopers & Lybrand
Tax Partner

1973 – 1980 Coopers & Lybrand
Staff Accountant to Manager

1972 – 1973 McMaster University, 
Department of Economics

Research Assistant

Professional and Public Service

2006 – 2016 Global Accounting Alli-
ance (GAA)

Board Member and Chair (2008 – 2012)

2006 – 2015 Canadian Auditor Gen-
eral Panel of Senior Advisors

Member

2008 – 2013 CCAF-FCVI Inc. (former-
ly the Canadian Comprehensive Audit Foun-
dation)

Board Member

2006 – 2012
 International Federation of Account-

ants (IFAC)
Board Member

2001 – 2005
 PricewaterhouseCoopers Global Lead-

ership Team
Member

Education and Professional Designations

• Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Math-
ematics and Economics, McMaster Uni-
versity, 1972

• Chartered Accountant, 1975,Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Ontario

• Fellow Chartered Accountant, 2000, 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
Ontario

• Chartered Professional Accountant, 
2013, Chartered Professional Account-
ants of Ontario (CPA Ontario)

• Institute of Corporate Directors Course, 
2006


