
For 48 years, Sir Michael Snyder has played an unequivocal role in the 
accountancy profession and beyond. Having started as a sprightly trainee at 
Kingston Smith LLP in 1968 and qualifying in 1972, he was swiftly appointed 
Partner two years later. Michael, never one to let things tick along, saw himself at 
the forefront of the firm, becoming Managing Partner in 1978 and combining this 
with Senior Partner in 1990. Under Michael’s 38 years at the helm, Kingston Smith 
has gone from a 5 Partner, 2 Office accountancy firm, to a multidisciplinary practice, 
with over 60 Partners, 7 offices and 500 staff, now ranked 18th in the UK.

Michael oversaw the firm’s application and approval as an Alternative Business 
Structure (ABS) – the first medium sized business to be granted this license from 
the Solicitors Regulatory Authority (SRA). In addition, Michael’s work with the 
regulator helped promote competition within the legal market. Crispin Passmore, 
Executive Director of the SRA stated: 

In the 1980s, Michael foresaw the importance of international links and networks. He founded and chaired Kingston Sorel 
International (KSi) – an international association of independent accountancy firms, which grew to over 150 offices in some 
70 countries around the world to deal with international business needs. In 2016, he oversaw the merger of KSi with Morison 
International - a billion dollar worldwide association with over 375 offices in 90 countries. 
Growing Kingston Smith and forming international business links is only one string in Michael’s bow. His commitment and 
involvement in the profession as a whole started in the ‘70s, where he served on the ICAEW’s Committees. Since the early 1980s, 
he chaired the Association of Practising Accountants – a group of Senior/Managing Partners of medium-sized firms of Chartered 
Accountants in the UK which raise the profile and benefits of medium sized accountancy practices. Under Michael, the Association 
became a recognised force in the profession, with a strong voice with the ICAEW, the FRC and the SRA, particularly with its 
collaboration with Group A accountancy firms. Michael Izza, CEO of the ICAEW, stated: 

Always seeing business as a force for good, coupled with an uncompromising ambition to help small entrepreneurial businesses, 
Michael has been at the forefront of promoting SMEs in the wider professional and business services market. He advised 
Government over many years on Small Business, culminating in his appointment as co-Chair of the Professional and Business 
Services Council (PBSC).  

In this venture, Michael was vital in promoting an international business environment that supports professional and business 
services; championing the value and quality of this sector, and effectively putting professional services on the Government map. Ian 
Powell, former Senior Partner of PwC, noted that 

Sir Michael Snyder 
Lifetime Achievement Award

Sir Michael made a significant contribution to opening up the legal market to increased 
competition. He did this through his work with the Professional Services Business Council, and 
through his work at Kingston Smith. In the former he ensured that the PSBC recognised the 
importance of the legal market and that BIS focused its efforts in supporting regulators to liberalise 
and modernise legal regulation. In the latter he led his firm to be an Alternative Business Structure 
regulated by the SRA at a time when few such firms thought regulated legal services could be a 
core part of an accountancy firm. His persistence was crucial to success.

Sir Michael Snyder has made a significant contribution to the profession during his many years 
as Managing Partner at Kingston Smith […] he has also been a hugely influential voice on the role 
and future of the profession.  Over the many years I have worked with him I have found him to be 
someone who is gracious and supportive.  These qualities combined with his energy and diplomatic 
skills have always got things done.

Michael has made a significant contribution to our profession not just in his capacity as Senior Partner 
of Kingston Smith but also as an Ambassador for professional and business services in the UK.
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